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Kia ora te whanau, 

 

Welcome back! We have started 2020 off with some solid roll growth. We have 15 new students that have joined 

us at Opoutere School. We also welcome three new staff; Mrs Resink, Mrs Speedy and Mrs Hughes. Our whole 

school powhiri was a special welcome for all our new tamariki, kaiako and whanau.                                                       

I trust that you all had a chance to spend some well-deserved time with your children and family over the 

summer. It has proven to be very hot and possibly a long summer as we still have February and March to go! On 

that note, it is important that children come to school with water bottles, sun cream applied and a hat for 

lunchtimes and morning teas. No hat- shade play! 

There are many important notices in this week’s newsletter. Please take the time to read these carefully and 

regularly refer to the school calendar https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar 

It has been so lovely talking to your children about their holidays and seeing so many students enthusiastic about 

being back at school. We are looking forward to another exciting year full of opportunities and learning. 

 

Ngamihi, 

 

Mr D 

MANA AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to these MANA AWARD 

recipients. Keep up the great work. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar
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NAU MAI HAERE MAI KI TE KURA O OPOUTERE 
2020 saw a large contingent of fifteen new students start at Opoutere School. We are so happy that you have 

chosen to join us at our amazing school and we look forward to getting to know you and your whanau over the 

coming term. 

WELCOME NEW STAFF 
We now have three wonderful new additions to our teaching staff and Natalie Keogh as a junior Teacher Aide. 

Mrs Annelies Resink has made the shift from over the hill at Waihi East and is extremely happy about being part 

of our Kura, which has been a goal of hers for a while now. She will be teaching Totara for 2020. 

Mrs Katie Speedy has teamed up with Mrs Beryl Hughes as a job share in Puriri and will be teaching Puriri for the 

year. Both teachers bring a wealth of experience and are excited about joining our team. 

We wish them all the very best and love that they are part of our Kura for 2020 

 

 

 
 

Absent: Natalie Keogh 
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SRI CHINMOY PEACE RUN 
The Peace Run is a global torch relay that symbolises 

humanity’s universal aspiration for a peaceful world. 

Along the route people in thousands of communities will 

join the peace run by carrying the torch a few steps or a 

few kilometres, each person adding his or her hopes and 

dreams in a global wave of friendship and goodwill. 

Today the Peace Run visited our school at 12pm on their 

way down the Coromandel and shared their experiences 

and the purpose behind their journey. All our students 

got to hold the torch and make a wish for world peace. 

 

OPOUTERE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
Respect for Self, People, the Environment and Opportunities  

RESPECT:  Responsibility, Educational ownership, Self-Awareness, Poutama, Environmental Action, 
Character Development and Tangata. 

R E S P E C T 

RESPONSIBILITY 

EDUCATION 
OWNERSHIP 

SELF-
AWARENESS 

POUTAMA 
REACHING NEW 

HEIGHTS 

ENVIRONMENT
AL ACTION 

CHARACTER 
DEVELOPMENT 

TANGATA 
PEOPLE 

Ownership, 
Accountability, 

Learning Pathways, 
Learner Agency. 

Tiriti o Waitangi, 
Holistic Curriculum, 

Personalised Learning, 
Self-efficacy. 

Mana, Identity, 
Potential, Pride, 

Aspirations, Passions, 
Wellbeing,              

Self-control,           
Self-management. 

Adventure Learning, 
Perseverance, Striving 

for Excellence, 
Adventure 

Expeditions, 
Adventure Race, 

Resilience 

Kaitiakitanga, 
Sustainability, 
Enviroschools 

Kaupapa, 
Connectedness 

Leadership,            
Self-confidence,     
Role modelling, 
Manaakitanga, 

Citizenship 

Te Kotahitanga, 
Community Minded, 

Service, 
Whanaungatanga, 

Tuakana/ Teina, 
Showcasing 

 

Core Beliefs Mana 
Pride in self. Pride in my 

whanau. 
Pride in my Kura 

Whanaungatanga 
Developing Relationships, 
Making Connections and 

Creating Partnerships 

Manaakitanga 
Respect for people and the 

environment 

Poutama 
Reaching new heights 

Pedagogy Five Frames of Learning 

Experiential Proficiency Adventure Conceptual Kotahitanga 
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ASSEMBLY CHANGE 
Upon reviewing last year’s whole school assemblies and community feedback, we have decided to change our 

weekly afternoon assembly to FRIDAYS 2pm. We want to ensure that all our staff are present at assemblies to 

celebrate in our student’s achievements and reinforce our beliefs around whanaungatanga and the importance of 

connections and relationships. So please put this new date in your diary: 

WEEKLY WHOLESCHOOL ASSEMBLIES NOW ON  

FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 2PM 

ALL WELCOME 

MURAL 
Huge thanks to Mrs Jamieson, Shannan and 

senior students from last year who designed 

and created an amazing mural on what was 

the dreary court wall. It looks beautiful and is 

very eye catching to anyone passing by. 

Thank you to all those involved for giving up 

your own spare time and creating such a 

wonderful mural. Kia ora. 

Our 
Pedagogy 
 is woven 

through all 
aspects of 

our 
learning 

Five Frames of Learning 
 

Experiential 
Experiential learning at 
Opoutere School is the 

‘hands-on’ style learning. 
The purpose of this 

frame is not simply to 
learn a skill through 
practise, but also to 

think critically about the 
practice and to improve 

upon it. Whether it 
means working in the 

school garden, learning 
and performing new 

waiata in our kapahaka 
group, creating art, or 

developing the skills of a 
team sport, you will find 
students engaged and 
often exploring around 

our school and local 
environment. Māori 

culture and Tikanga are 
woven throughout the 

Experiential Frame 
playing a vital role in our 

children’s learning 
experiences. 

 

Proficiency  

The Proficiency frame 
focuses on cognitive 

skills, namely in reading, 
writing and 

mathematics. Attention 
to detail for individual 

learners maximises 
success in this frame. In 
the Proficiency Frame 
students develop the 

competencies and skills 
of thinking, learner 

agency, communication 
and reflection. 

Developing life-long 
learners through 

Personalised Learning 
takes a holistic view of 

the individual’s skill 
levels, interests, 

strengths and 
challenges, culture and 
prior knowledge. The 

learner understands how 
they learn and is 

motivated to own and 
drive their learning. 

 

Adventure   

Adventure learning at 
Opoutere School is a 

significant and unique 
component that 

differentiates our school 
from other mainstream 

educational 
establishments in New 

Zealand.  
Our vision is "Character 
development through 

adventure based 
learning".  

The Opoutere School 
Adventure Learning 

programme uses specific 
content outlined in the 
curriculum to challenge 
each student in a way 
that leads to increased 

self-awareness and 
equips each student with 
the ability to lead a more 
engaging and rewarding 

life. 

Conceptual  
The Conceptual Frame 

takes an Inquiry 
approach, where 

learning is focused on a 
particular concept. 

Inquiry units inspire and 
engage students through 
real-world experiences 
and student passions. 

Inquiry lessons are 
holistic in that they 

engage multiple styles of 
intelligence, learning and 
follow the four phases of 
the Action Learning Cycle 

(ALC). 
 The ALC cycle begins by 
'Identifying the Current 
Situation'.... immersing 
students in the subject 
and possibilities - this 

gives a rich background 
from which they can 

then 'Explore 
Alternatives', then plan, 
design and 'Take Action'. 

The 'Reflection' that 
follows raises new ideas 

and consolidates 
learning.    

Kotahitanga 
The Kotahitanga 

Frame advocates for 
unity and well-being, 
where inclusiveness is 

created within our 
school by recognising 

everyone’s uniqueness. 
The glue that holds our 

school together is a 
culture of care, which 

combines rituals, 
relationships, whanau 

engagement and 
reciprocal respect. 
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STUDENTS IN ACTION 
Look at all these happy students enjoying their first week at school. Bring on 2019! 
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SCHOOL LUNCHES 
Good news! Children will be able to order lunches from Subway on Tuesdays (Orders in by 9am the same day) or 

Junko Sushi on Friday (Orders in by 3pm Thursday). This will start next Tuesday 18 February. Order forms are held 

at the front office for Subway and Junko Sushi.  

KOWHAI TOURS 
Part of starting school is getting to know your way around and who’s who… We were delighted to get a visit from 

Kowhai earlier in the week. Here they are catching up with Caryl in the front office and hanging with Mr D also! 

 

NEW SIGN 
We have some great new signage at the front of the school and 

we will be looking to landscape directly behind our new fencing 

at the front of the school. The landscaping plan was generously 

provided by Jenny Villiger, Lola’s Aunty. Watch this space. 
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DONATIONS SCHEME 
Opoutere School has opted into the Donations Scheme for 2020. What this means for you as parents is that  

the board of trustees cannot ask you for a donation unless it is for an overnight school/kura camp – and then you 

can choose if you want to pay none, some or the entire donation. If you choose not to make a donation, your 

child cannot be stopped from attending a camp if it is part of the school’s core learning programme (curriculum). 

 Bus fees will still need to be paid by parents 

 Visiting Tech fees will be covered by the school 

 Stationery will be a cost to parents 

 You cannot be asked to make either a general or specific donation that relates to school curriculum e.g. a 

donation for a day trip to a museum or a field trip to a hiking track. 
 

Further info to come home next week. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS UPDATE 
Next week you will receive a form with the contact details we hold on our school database. Please read these 

details carefully, update on the form provided and return this to Caryl in the office ASAP. 

WE CANNOT STRESS ENOUGH HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO HAVE YOUR CORRECT DETAILS SO PLEASE TAKE THE 

TIME TO CHECK THEM THOROUHGLY. 

 

PROJECT ENERGIZE 

STATIONERY 
All students were given a stationery pack on the first day of this year unless you had told us otherwise. Caryl has 

sent an invoice to those who have not paid for the cost of your child’s stationery. Please reconcile this invoice 

using the payment methods listed by the end of week two. 

 

KAPA HAKA FUNDRAISER 
Ivy Joyce will be selling delicious Louisa plums and apples outside 107 Papanui Rd. $6 per bag. Please come along 

and support this fundraiser. Ivy and her nana Vicki have raised a substantial amount over the last few weeks and 

we are so grateful for their efforts. An awesome community spirit.  
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BUS FEES 
Bus fees must be paid every term or AP payments on target termly to achieve full payment by the end of the year. 

Bus fees have not changed for this year and are $65 per child each term or $115 per family. We wish this could be 

a free service, but unfortunately, we have to pay for the service of Murphys buses. Unpaid fees are paid by the 

school to our provider, which adversely affects school funds that go towards student learning and resources. 

Unpaid bus fees will be followed up and payment requested. So please be fair to others who pay and make sure 

these fees are paid termly or an AP arranged for the year. Please call us if you would like to know more about bus 

fees or discuss how you can pay. Thank you for your ongoing contributions and support. 

 

TERM 1 EVENTS 
All term events are added to the Parents Google calendar found on our School website.  

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar         

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

JUNIOR SOCCER 
Pre-season training for all grades. Starts next Wednesday 19 February straight after school at Whangamata Area 

School. Trainers please contact Rod Whatley  0276594133. 

 

 
Caryl attends the office between 8:30am – 2:30pm weekdays. Please ensure that absences, bus changes and 

notices are called into the office during office hours. 
OPOUTERE SCHOOL PAYMENTS 

Please remember to state in the reference column what the payment is for. 
BNZ02-0472 -0017353-00 

 

TERM 1 

Monday 17 Feb BOT Meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 25 Feb Opoutere School Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 27 Feb Kauri/ Totara Kayaking 

Thursday  5 March 4 Schools Swimming  
Kauri/ Totara Kayaking 

Friday 6 March Yr 5-8 Cricket Training 

Monday 9 March Yr 5-8 Cricket Training 

Tuesday 10 March Totara Trip to Waimarino 

Thursday 12 March Totara Kayaking 

Wednesday 11- 13 March Kauri Camp 

Monday 16 March Yr 5-8 Waihi Cricket Smash Day 

Wednesday 18 March Kowhai/ Rimu Waka Ama @ Whangamata Harbour 

Wednesday 25 - 29 March Beach Hop 

Wednesday 25 March Kowhai/ Rimu Waka Ama @ Wharekawa Harbour 
Thames Valley Swimming 

Tuesday 31 March Thames Valley Primary Schools Triathlon  

Wednesday 1 April Kowhai/ Rimu Waka Ama Regatta Whangamata 

Thursday 9 April Term 1 Ends 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar

