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Kia ora te whānau, 

 

Well, it has been an interesting couple of weeks with COVD-19 on the rise nationally and some unexpected times 

ahead. Be rest assured that your child’s safety is at the top of our priorities and that we have increased our 

hygiene measures within the school, including cancelling assemblies until further notice. We are regularly 

updated and will keep you all informed throughout this process. Please look out for one another and rely on facts 

and not misinformation and together we can work through this issue as it continues to unfold. Please ring the 

office or myself if you wish to discuss this further or have any other questions. 

 

Ngāmihi, 

 

Mr D 

 

HEALTH NOTICE IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
Over the past 5 days New Zealand's response to COVID-19 continues to evolve and change with rapid speed. The 

latest advice to schools from both the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health remains the same as that 

which was shared in our last newsletter and health notice, the main points of this being: 

 Practise good hand hygiene and cover up coughs and sneezes. 

 If children or staff are unwell, stay at home until you are well enough to return. 

 If you believe you may have symptoms consistent with COVID-19, please phone Healthline or your 

medical centre BEFORE you present in person. 

 

As a school the following measures are in effect… 

 Extra sanitisers in classrooms and bathrooms.  

 Additional hours for school cleaning. 

 Reminding students and staff to wash hands thoroughly throughout the day. 

 There will be no more assemblies or any school activities that bring our entire body of students together 

in one defined space until further notice. 

 All interschool sports, cultural or academia exchanges have been cancelled. This includes Thames Valley 

Swimming, Thames Valley Triathlon, Hockey Big Day out. 

 Thames Valley Cricket cancelled.  

 Thames Valley Soccer suspended until 18th April (review) 

 Thames Valley Rugby suspended until 2nd May (review) 

 Waihi Netball suspended until 28th April (review) 
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 All professional development programmes for our teachers have been postponed until further notice. 

We will continue to act on and inform you of any new information received through our official channels. I want 

to reassure everyone that classroom programmes will continue as normal unless directed by the Ministry of 

Education / Health to modify our delivery methods and strategy. I cannot stress enough the importance of us 

continuing to take our advice from official channels as we navigate this challenge. The importance of socialisation 

and the normal routine of being at school for young people is important at this time. Rest assured that we will 

immediately pass on and act on any official advice that is provided to us.  

Just a reminder that there is a good video clip from Nanogirl that will help your children to better understand the 

virus - YouTube clip - Nanogirl is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPsY-jLqaXM. If your child is asking 

questions or has a growing concern about the virus, this short Youtube clip might answer a few of their questions. 

WAKA AMA 
It was disappointing that we had to postpone the Junior Waka Ama day but we didn’t let that stop us from 

practising our paddling and team work. Check out Kowhai paddling in unison (almost) and working on their 

technique. Fingers crossed for some better weather reports for their next outing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TV SWIMMING SPORTS 
Due to the escalation of COVID-19, the Thames Valley Primary Schools Sports Association has made the call to 

cancel this event. Although this is unfortunate for those competitors, it is paramount that student safety comes 

first.  
 

PTA DRIVE & SOCIAL EVENING 
We had a keen group of parents turn up for our social evening at Whanga Bar. The food was delicious and the 

company great. Amongst the conversation was some great fundraiser ideas for our school. To those unable to 

make the evening we will meet on Friday 27 April to brainstorm and set up a committee. Venue to be confirmed. 

We look forward to others joining us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPsY-jLqaXM
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THAMES VALLEY JUNIOR SMASH 
Two teams from Opoutere School went to Waihi College to take part in the Thames Valley Junior Smash day. 

There were 176 students having a go at cricket, some for the first time and others who have played before. Both 

teams did really well. The Yr 4-6 team won 3 and lost 2 (one by only 10 runs) and the Yr 7/8 won 4 lost 1. Great 

results! Thank you Shanan and Mrs Webb for managing the teams and to our lovely parents for helping transport 

our tamariki. Kia ora! 

SKOOL LOOP APP 
The Skool Loop App is free and can be downloaded from ITunes (OS) or Google Play (android). Once on your 

phone you can search and choose our school to get regular notifications about events, notices, school messages, 

sending absentees, newsletters and permission slips. We are currently setting up the functionality of the app and 

we hope to be using more frequently this year. Please spread the word and help each other so we can get as 

many people connected as possible. 
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BUS FEES 
Bus fees must be paid every term or AP payments on target termly to achieve full payment by the end of the year. 

Bus fees have not changed for this year and are $65 per child each term or $115 per family. Please call us if you 

would like to know more about bus fees or discuss how you can pay. Thank you for your ongoing contributions 

and support. 

 

PROJECT ENERGIZE 

TERM 1 EVENTS 
All term events are added to the Parents Google calendar found on our School website. 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar    
      
 

 
Caryl attends the office between 8:30am – 2:30pm weekdays. Please ensure that absences, bus changes and 

notices are called into the office during office hours. 
OPOUTERE SCHOOL PAYMENTS 

Please remember to state in the reference column what the payment is for. 
BNZ02-0472 -0017353-00 

 

TERM 1 

Wednesday 25 - 29 March Beach Hop POSTPONED 

Wednesday 25 March Kowhai/ Rimu Waka Ama @ Wharekawa Harbour 
Thames Valley Swimming CANCELLED 

Monday 30 March BOT 6pm 

Tuesday 31 March Showcase 3.15pm – 6pm TBC 
Thames Valley Primary Schools Triathlon CANCELLED 

Wednesday 1 April Kowhai/ Rimu Waka Ama Regatta Whangamata 

Thursday 9 April Term 1 Ends 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar

