
 

 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION: 

Email 
office@opoutereschool.net 

Phone 
078659077 

Website 
www.opoutereschool.net 

Facebook 
@opoutereschool 

OPOUTERE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER                             20TH JUNE 2019                             NO 18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kia ora te whanau, 

It has been a massive couple of weeks – being notified that we are finalists in the Prime Ministers award and then 

ERO externally reviewing our excellent school. I would like to acknowledge our students because they are the “life” 

of our school and without their input, joy for learning and zest for life none of what we do would be possible . Of 

course, our teaching and support staff make an outstanding team who dedicate themselves to creating opportunities 

for your children to better their learning outcomes.  

Next week we celebrate Matariki with our annual activities, Grandparents Day/ Dress up and shared lunch. Please 

come along and share in this special occasion with your children. We would love to see as many grandparents as 

possible next Wednesday. This Friday is our community celebrations for Matariki where Tane Mahuta will be 

performing. Please come along and enjoy a great night of performance and sharing of kai. 

Nga mihi, 

Mr D 
 
 

TUI AWARD 
Archer has made such a huge improvement this term. He has better 

relationships with his peers and teachers, he is happier, focussed, engaged in 

all learning, and he contributes his ideas with confidence. 

 

Archer is a creative person, and enjoys sketching, being in nature, writing 

comics and visual arts. I have really enjoyed watching Archer’s belief in 

himself grow through-out the term, and it is lovely to hear him share his very 

thoughtful and reflective ideas in a group and sometimes to the class. He has 

the strength to stand alone and not need to follow the crowd. 

 

Archer starts each day with a smile and quickly organises himself. He is a self- 

managing learner, curious to learn more and eager to put his individual mark 

in his presentation. He sets high goals for his learning tasks and consistently 

meets them. He has the ability to detach from distractions and remain 

focused. 

 

Archer enjoys getting out into the native area to build huts and hang out with 

his mates. I have really seen his relationships with his peers bloom this term. 

 

It is with great pleasure to present the Tui Award this week to ARCHER PRICE! 

  



 

 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION: 

Email 
office@opoutereschool.net 

Phone 
078659077 

Website 
www.opoutereschool.net 

Facebook 
@opoutereschool 

OPOUTERE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER                             20TH JUNE 2019                             NO 18 

MANA AWARDS 

 

 

Congratulations to these MANA AWARD recipients. 

Keep up the great work. 

 

 

 

WINTER WHOT SPORTS 
Congratulations to our WHOT sport competitors last Tuesday. All teams played with real pride and tenacity. There 

was a real sense of comradery between the schools and fair play was evident throughout the day. Congratulations  

to those who received best and fairest certificates. Thanks also to staff and parents who cheered on our students, 

helped with transport and some who were even had to referee! Here are a couple of pictures from the day. 
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RIMU WRITING 
Crash! The handlebars twisted around. I was ok. My mountain bike landed on top of me, amongst some small trees. 

The brakes landed on my sore knee. It hurt so much. I pushed the bike off the top of me and I kept on the rest of the 

time. We did 46 kilometres that day. That was mountain biking. 

 

By Millen 

 

Dad and I caught a strong Kahawai. It tugged on the line. We caught some crayfish. It was big. I needed gloves to  

grab the spikey crayfish. It was awesome! It was yum! 

 

By Sam 

 

PURIRI CLAY ART 
This term Mrs Herring taught the students in Puriri class how to achieve texture and patterns on clay. They then  
used their creativity to make these clay masterpieces. 
Keeping with the theme of texture and patterns, the students designed their own ‘blue day’ quilt using paint, 
different textures and crayon. Don’t they look great? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156183646880776&set=pcb.2389380084627203&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARB-lJelwKB1fYYgHJ1RMofnBaeK7X1Up--B9iIn_UZN0wOxyZmhbi6df_yFUC0efWPT76GMKs6pyF0n
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156183646880776&set=pcb.2389380084627203&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARB-lJelwKB1fYYgHJ1RMofnBaeK7X1Up--B9iIn_UZN0wOxyZmhbi6df_yFUC0efWPT76GMKs6pyF0n
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BOT BALLOT DUE 

TOMORROW 
Below is information on how to return your voting paper. 

Please read carefully before voting! This is a postal 

election. The voting paper must be returned in the 

addressed envelope provided, and only one voting paper 

goes in each envelope.  

1. If posting your voting paper, you must use the enclosed 

envelope and post it to: Returning Officer, Opoutere 

School, 1203 Tairua Rd, 3691) Your vote will not be 

counted unless the envelope is postmarked before the day 

of the election, (Friday 21st June), and received by the 

returning officer not later than five days after the date of 

the election. Post it as soon as possible - New Zealand Post 

has reduced the frequency of its mail delivery service.  

2. If your voting paper is delivered to the school, please 

ensure that it is delivered before noon on (Friday 21st June) 

in the enclosed envelope.  

Voting closes on (Friday 21st June) at noon.  

 

PLEASE RETURN VOTING PAPERS BY NOON FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 
 

ECE HUI PERFORMANCE  

Tane Mahuta girls represented our school at the recent ECE 

hosted seminar with Nathan Mikaere-Wallace. They were 

amazing and sounded beautiful. We are very proud of you all. 

Well done. 

 

MATARIKI COMMUINTY 

EVENING 
All of Tane Mahuta will perform for the Whangamata community this Friday 21 June at the WAS gym for the Matariki 

community Kapa haka festival. Students are to meet outside the WAS gym entrance at 5.20pm. Please dress in your 

costume. Tamariki are to bring their spare clothes in their red kapa haka bag. Girls are to bring poi in their bag also. 

Girls are to have their hair in a bun with feather in. Girls can also wear eyeliner if they want. Boys are to wear black 

skins or black shorts. Their waist bands will be in their red kappa haka bag.  

The performances start at 6pm and there will be a koha kitchen open and a free sausage sizzle after the 

performances. A notice with more information will be sent home tomorrow with students in Tane Mahuta. The Koha 

Kitchen needs kai (seafood, veges, cakes, slices) to offer on the night. If you are able to prepare some kai to donate 

to the kitchen please deliver it to the WAS gym on Friday 21st June. This is a community Matariki celebration, and   

we rely heavily on the generous support of our community to have a koha kitchen available to whanau. 
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GRAND PARENTS DAY AND MATARIKI WEEK 
Next week Opoutere School will be celebrating Matariki with a range of activities throughout the week.  

Parents and whanau are welcome to come and take part in these activities. This letter will explain what is happening 

tomorrow so that you can come and join in where possible.  

From Monday 24 - Thursday 27 June students will break into whanau groups each day to learn an aspect of Matariki. 

These activities will take place during the middle block from 10:50am - 12:50pm. Please bring suitable walking shoes, 

poly prop and rainproof jacket for the Hikoi. 

The table below shows what activities each group are doing during the week.  

 
 

Hikoi 

Walk 

Kiwi Poo 

Bliss Balls 

Ahi e Kai 

Food with Fire 

Waiata/Art 

Rahina (Monday) Paritu  Wharekawa Tawatawa Rangipo 

Ratu (Tuesday) Rangipo Paritu  Wharekawa Tawatawa 

Raapa (Wednesday) 

Grandparents/ Kaumatua Day 

Tawatawa Rangipo Paritu  Wharekawa 

Rapare (Thursday) Wharekawa  Tawatawa Rangipo Paritu  

 

                                                         Grandparents/ Kaumatua Day 

On Wednesday 26 June is Grandparents/ Kaumatua Day where Grandparents are especially invited to come to visit 

the school, take part in the activities during the day and eat with our school community. 

 

KAUMATUA DAY 

10:00 – Mihi Whakatau (welcoming speeches)  

10.15 -  Kiwiana Dress up fashion parade in hall  

10:30 – Morning Tea (provided for kaumatua) 

10:50 – Matariki activities with grandparents joining in and helping 

12:40 – Poroporoaki (farewell) in the hall 

12.50 -  Shared lunch with whanau and tamariki 

 

On Grandparents/ Kaumatua Day we will have a whole school Matariki celebration around the theme of “Kiwiana”. 

Whanau, students and staff are encouraged to dress up Kiwiana style for the day. All whanau are invited to bring a 

plate of kai for a shared lunch with our tamariki and whanau.  

 

Please return the transport volunteer slip by Monday 24 June if you are able to help with transport. 
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PROJECT ENERGIZE 

 
 

INVOICES 
Please check that your payments are up to date. If not, please pay immediately. These may include Stationery, Bus 

Fees, Chromebooks, Camps and Visiting Tech fees. Setting up an AP for the year also helps in spreading the cost. If 

you have not done this already please do so ASAP so we do not have to chase you up. Thank you to all those parents 

and caregivers who are up to date with their payments. 

CALENDAR 
All term events are added to the Parent’s Google calendar found on our School website.  

 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar 

Please visit this regularly for updates and new events.  

 
Caryl attends he office between 8:30am – 2:30pm weekdays. Please ensure that absences, bus changes and 

notices are called into the office during office hours. 
OPOUTERE SCHOOL PAYMENTS 

Please remember to state in the reference column what the payment is for. 
BNZ02-0472 -0017353-00 

 

 

TERM 2 EVENTS 

TERM 2 

Friday 21st June BOT Election Day 
Community Matariki Evening 

Monday 24th – 28th June Matariki Week 

Wednesday 26th June Grandparents Day  
Kiwiana Dress up Day and shared Kiwi Kai 

Tuesday 2nd June Tapu ae Tournament at WAS 

Wednesday 3rd July Reports home 
Prime Minister’s Award film day 

Friday 5th July Term Ends 

TERM 3 

Monday 22nd July Term 3 begins 

Thursday 1st August Prime Minister’s Award Judging Day 

Tuesday 13th August Opoutere Cross Country TBC 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar

