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Kia ora te whanau, 

So lovely to see this beautiful weather and our tamariki enjoying the sunshine. I always know when it is warming up 

because every second child at school asks, “When is the pool opening Mr D?” I am happy to report that the school 

pool will open next Monday 11th Nov.  

Assessment is in full swing and there have been some excellent results. Not just high levels but also accelerated 

progress for individual students. The BOT and senior management also analyse our school wide data looking for 

trends, which then informs planning for achievement in 2020.  

Enjoy the sunshine! 

Nga mihi, 

Mr D 

TUI AWARD 
What a model-student! This person has the characteristics every teacher wants in 

their class! They live and breathe our core school values. They know who they 

are, are strong in who they are, and know their links to their whakapapa. They are 

also an extremely humble person, with a positive attitude towards every part of 

school life. Beautiful Mana.  

This person understands the meaning of mahi-tahi; they are a valued and 

respected part of any team they are in, and are happy to work and learn 

alongside anyone. This person earns respect by showing respect to others; he has 

always been super polite and respectful to me. Beautiful Whanaungatanga.  

He is an active, focussed listener. He can be fully involved in physical play one 

minute, then settle into structured, focussed learning the next. He understands 

boundaries.  

He perseveres; if he doesn't understand something he will keep on trying until he 

does. He is also always keen to share his ideas and understandings with the class 

and just have a go; he never worries about what others think. He takes risks with 

his learning, having a growth mindset, knowing he can make mistakes and it will 

be OK; its simply a part of his learning journey. Beautiful Poutama. 

If one of his mates are hurt, he's the first one to be with them. He always shows 

kindness and empathy during these situations. If he accidentally hurts someone, 

he is there straight away, saying sorry, checking they're ok. I have watched him 

hold the fence open for others to get through on our farm hikoi, and greeting all  
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children in the morning. And he picks up other people's rubbish... the list goes on. Beautiful Manaakitanga. 

I will miss this person next year; his new teacher is extremely lucky, as am I. But I am looking forward to watching 

this person grow as the years go by. I am confident he has the skills and traits necessary to carry him into a  

successful life. 

MANA AWARDS 
 

 

Congratulations to these MANA AWARD recipients. 

Keep up the great work. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WHOT ATHLETICS 
Congratulations to our team of 40 students who represented at the WHOT Athletics Day help at Whangamata Area 

School. Their were some terrific unconfirmed individual results and we look forward to hearing if anyone will go onto 

higher representation at the Thames Valley Athletics. Thank you to Mrs Webb and Mrs Dyer for their organiisation 

and also Doug and Michelle for looking after the long jump pits on the day. Without your help the day would not 

have been possible.  
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POOL OPENING 
Great news everyone. The pool is up and running and in record time thanks to Kurt and his hard work. Our swimming 

timetable will be happening next week so please remember to bring your togs for class and lunchtime swims. It is a 

good idea for students to apply sunscreen before coming to school.  

Pool keys will be available for summer. We require a $10 deposit and $60 for the summer. Please let us know at the 

office if you are interested. 

 

YR 8 CAMP 
Te Haerenga is an 11-day back to basics outdoor experience designed specifically for Year 8 students at Opoutere 
School. Te Haerenga is set in two different locations -Farmland/Native forest near Taumarunui and the Wharekawa 
Adventure Education Centre in Opoutere. Te Haerenga gives our students the opportunity to learn about themselves 
and their potential as they embark on an important transition in their life ….moving from Primary school to 
Secondary school.  
Te Haerenga teaches our students outdoor skills to navigate new terrain, set up campsites, cook in the outdoors, 
disconnect from their world and immerse themselves in the natural world. Our students will learn a variety of life 
skills, working both together and individually to meet daily goals. Teachers will guide and teach them how to take 
care of themselves in the remote environment and they will come away with a feeling of accomplishment after an 
adventure they will never forget.  
Teachers have used Te Whare Tapa Wha (The Māori philosophy toward health) to plan a holistic experience for their 
students.  

Te Haerenga - The Journey 

Day 1-5 ‘Into the Wild camping’ 
This part of Te Haerenga is all about self-discovery - discovering that you are more capable than you think; that you 
do have what it takes, when it counts; that sometimes the journey is more important than the destination! It’s about 
realising that challenges in life can be overcome - and that often, those challenges are best overcome with the help 
of others. 
So why have an ‘Into the Wild’ component? Well, there are some things that can only be discovered when you are 
outside your comfort zone … and to be honest, we reckon that happens best in nature. For most of us, our lives are 
filled with things that make us comfortable - things that we can control. But nature isn’t inner-sprung - it isn’t 
prefabricated and can’t be controlled by the remote (or smartphone!). Nature is wild. 
It’s uncontrollable, it’s dangerous, it’s majestic … and there’s something about the outdoors that has the ability to 
strip us of our facades, and reveal what’s really going on. Overcoming the challenges found in the wilderness not only 
helps us discover how capable we are, but also develops that inner resilience so vital for future success. 
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Day 6-12 Wharekawa Lodge - Opoutere 
For students to... 
-Be as self reliant as possible. 
-Learn in a natural environment. 
-Be challenged at the edge of their capabilities. 
-Achieve their potential in a safe and supportive 
environment. 
-Keep a journal of their experiences which are discussed 
with, and reflected on, in sessions with their teacher. 
-Participate in a range of adventurous activities. 
-Tramping 
-Mountain biking 
-Surfing 
-Kayaking 
-Participate in daily mindful practises. 
-Yoga 
-Silence 
-Daily gratitude intention 
 
Key outcomes of Te Haerenga- The Journey include: 
Life-long memory: To create an experience students will remember for 
the rest of their lives. 
Taha Whanau - Family Health 
Think beyond the nuclear family- e.g school family or extended whanau 
Identity - whakapapa, future self 
Aroha/compassion - for themselves and others 
Interdependence 
Reflection -Journaling, letter writing, debrief 
  
Taha Wairua - Spiritual Health 
Connection to nature and the environment 
Resilience 
Gratitude 
  
Taha Hinengaro - Mental Health 
Independence - solo at night 
Reflection - journaling 
No devices - effects of screen time 
The positive effects being in nature has on your mental health. 
  
Taha Tinana - Physical Health 
Physical health - Trekking, Mountain biking, surfing, kayaking 
Enjoyment of the outdoors 

 

 

RED T-SHIRTS 
We still have a number of Opoutere School red t-shirts that have not been returned. Please send these back to 

school washed and folded. These t-shirts cost the school a lot of money and we therefore need to make sure they 

come back. Please have a good scout around and return them ASAP. 
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ATTENDANCE 
If a student misses five school days each term, or one day a fortnight, they will miss the equivalent of one year of 

school over 10 years. 

Keeping kids in education is vital for their success at school and later in life. The research tells us that the fewer days 

students are at school, the less chance they have of achieving. Missing school is not just about missing learning, it is 

also about all the other opportunities that are missed - every day matters! 

All children are expected to attend school by regulation unless prevented by special circumstances or illness. 

Opoutere School is committed to ensuring that all of our students get the most out of their education, and wishes to 

support our students to maintain regular attendance. Students who attend school regularly learn more and achieve 

better results.  

As parents, you have an important role in ensuring that your child attends school whenever it is open, unless there is 

a good reason for his/her absence. Acceptable reasons for absence include sickness or serious family circumstances, 

such as bereavement. Where there is a good reason for absence, please contact the school on 07 8559077 or via the 

Skool Loop App to let us know as soon as possible.  

Your role in ensuring your child’s regular attendance is so important that if you allow your child to miss school 

without a valid reason, you can be prosecuted under the Education Act 1989. While Opoutere School would never 

want to prosecute any parent for their children’s absence, we do take regular attendance seriously. We will be 

monitoring all unexplained absences and parents may be contacted where their child’s unexplained absences are 

persistent. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  
Photos were taken of all siblings on Monday this week. If you 

would like an order form please let Caryl know in the front 

office and we can send an envelope home. 

If you did not return your individual order form there is still an 

opportunity for parents to order individual photos. Return your 

order form ASAP and your child will have their photo taken next 

Friday 15 November at school. 

Please ring the office for further clarification. 

 

PRIZE GIVING TROPHIES 
Thank you to those tamariki who have brought in their trophy from last year. Just a 

reminder that we need all prize giving trophies in so we can prepare for the end of year 

prize giving. Many thanks. 
   

 

SUSHI FRIDAYS 
Good news! Junko Sushi is available every Friday. Please get orders in by Thursday 

(Orders in by 3pm) for a Friday delivery.  

 

SUNSAFE 
Please make sure your child has a sun hat at school. They can wear their school hat or their own personal hat. As the 

summer months warm up we would also advise families to apply sunscreen before school.  
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PROJECT ENERGISE 

  
CALENDAR 

 

All term events are added to the Parent’s Google calendar found on our School website.  

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar  

 

Please visit this regularly for updates and new events. 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
For her Tiki project, Tora Beaver (Totara class) is asking for donations of 

toiletries, Christmas food and treats, and family gifts to give families in 

need a little love at Christmas time. Christmas can be a hard time for some 

local families and Tora would like to ease the burden for these families.    

Ka pai Tora, compassion and love is what the world needs more of.  

 

TERM 4 

Monday 18 November BOT Mtg 

Wednesday 20th November Thames Valley Athletics 

Thursday 21st November Yr 8 Teen Esteem 

Tuesday 26 November Senior Leadership Rainbows End Trip 

Monday 2 December Yr 8 Transition Week at WAS 

Wednesday 4th December Leaver’s Dinner 

Monday 9 December Expeditions 

Tuesday 10 December Expeditions 

Wednesday 11 December Helper’s Morning Tea 

Friday 13th December Reports Home 

Monday 16 November BOT Mtg 

Tuesday 17 December Prize Giving 

Wednesday 18 December Final day of school 

https://www.opoutereschool.net/school-calendar

